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Wednesday, 15 December

11.00-11.20 Opening remarks

Alexandra Toader, Executive President, the Institute for the Investigation
of Communist Crimes and the Memory of the Romanian Exile

11.15-12.00

Luciana Jinga (IICCMER, Project coordinator), Annual activity report for the
project ‘Frontieristii’: Fenomenul trecerii ilegale a frontierei de stat in timpul
regimului comunist: victime, persecutori, retele formale si informale
[‘Frontieristii’. Illegal Border Crossing during the Communist Regime: Victims,
Perpetrators, Formal and Informal Networks]

12.00-14.30 Session 1. lllegal East-West Border Crossings during the Cold War
and its Social Memory

Chair: Dr. Luciana Jinga

Nicolae Ratiu - lon Ratiu’s Support for Romania’s Cold War Fugitives

Alison Mutler - Fleeing Romania, Death and Danger on the Romanian-Yugoslav
Border in the Summer of 1989

Istvan Deak - Evadarea din inchisoarea in aer liber numitd Romdnia lui Nicolae
Ceausescu [Escaping the Prison Called Romania during Nicolae Ceausescu’s Regime]

Marina Constantinoiu - Fuga din Romdnia comunistd, pagina de istorie care
lipseste din manuale, obiectul unor ample campanii de presa [Escaping Romania, a
Missing Page in the Romanian Recent History, Object of Broad Journalistic
Investigations]

William Totok - Fenomenul frontierist. O perspectivd empiric-personald [The
Illegal Border Crossing Phenomenon. An Empirical-Personal Approach]



Richard Schmidt - Povestea mea [My Story]

14.30-15.00 Break

15.00-15.20 Opening remarks

Alexandra Toader, Executive President, the Institute for the Investigation
of Communist Crimes and the Memory of the Romanian Exile

15.20-18.00 Session 2. East -West Migration in South-Eastern Europe during Cold
War

Chair: Dr. Dalia Bathory (IICCMER)

Dr. Peter Chroust (Independent Political Scientist) - The Second Iron Curtain
Border Regime and Illegal Migration between Romania and Yugoslavia / Hungary
1944 - 1989

Dr. Georg Herbstritt (Federal Archive, Bundesarchiv) - Romania as a Gateway to
West Germany: How East German Citizens Tried to Flee their Country.

Dr. Klejd Keéllici (University of Tirana) - Border and Death in Late Socialism
Albania

Dr. lemima Ploscariu (Dublin City University) - Un Oltean si o Bdndteancd: A
Couple’s Story on Fleeing Across the Romanian-Serbian Border in the 1980’s

Dr. Cristian Capotescu (Columbia University) - Neither Spies, Smugglers, nor
Shopping Tourists: Private Humanitarians in Cold War Europe

PhD. candidate Szabolcs Laszl6é (Indiana University, Bloomington) - Cold War
Refugee Camps in the West and Hungarian Anti-Emigration Propaganda (1970s-80s)
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Thursday, 16 December

09.30-09.50 Opening remarks

Alexandra Toader, Executive President, the Institute for the Investigation
of Communist Crimes and the Memory of the Romanian Exile

9.50-11.15 Session 3. Inceputurile exodului. Trecerile ilegale de frontierd in
anii 1950 [The Beginning of the Exode. lllegal Border Crossings during the
1950s]

Chair: Dr. Mihaela Toader, Head of Research



Dr. Florin Soare (IICCMER) - Trecerea frontierei in perioada 1948-1964. Cadru
legal si date statistice [Illegal Border Crossings (1948-1964). Legislation and
Statistics]

PhD. candidate Lucian Vasile (IICCMER) - Moarte, gloante si noroc. Calduzele CIC
si actiunile transfrontaliere in primii ani ai Razboiului Rece [Death, Bullets and
Chance. CIC Guides and Cross Border Actions in Early Cold War]

Dr. Constantin Vasilescu (IICCMER) - La hotarul dintre viatd si moarte: frontieristi
in anii ’50-’60 (studii de caz) [Between Life and Death: ‘Frontieristi’ during the
1950s and 1960s (case studies)]

Dr. Daniela Popescu (Universitatea din Bucuresti) - Cdile libertdtii: metode si
mijloace de trecere frauduloasa a frontierei din Romania spre Turcia in primii ani
ai Razboiului Rece [Roads to Freedom: Methods Used for Illegal Border Crossings
from Romania to Turkey in Early Cold War]

11.15-13.00 Session 4. Sources and Methodological Approaches
Chair: Dr. Mihaela Toader, Head of Research

PhD. candidate Daniel Filip-Afloarei

PhD. candidate Roland Olah (Universitatea din Oradea) - Exodul romanilor de la
sfarsitul anilor ’80. Date, statistici si tipologii ale frontieristilor retinuti in
Ungaria [Romanian’s Migration in the Late 1980s. Data, Statistics and Typologies of
Romanians Apprehended in Hungary]

PhD. candidate Lucica Pacurar (Universitatea Babes-Bolyai) - Fenomenul
“frontierist” in statisticile institutiilor de fortd ale regimului comunist [Traces of
Illegal Border Crossings in the Statistics Produced by the Communist Institutions of

Force]

Dr. Dalia Bathory (IICCMER) - Transnationalism, trecere ilegald a frontierei si
contestare politicd in Romdania anilor ’80 [Transnationalism, Illegal Border
Crossing, Political Protest in the 80s Romania]

Dr. Luciana Jinga (IICCMER) - Numdrdnd dusmanii regimului. Probleme de
metodologie in utilizarea statisticilor oficiale. Studiu de caz - arhiva
Inspectoratului General al Politiei de Frontiera [Counting State Enemies: The Use
of Official Statistics and its Methodological Challenges. A Case Study - the Archive
of the General Inspectorate of the Border Police]

13.00 Conclusions



